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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:
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Name(s) of African providing account:

Savad Carabalí Bibí

Date account recorded:

1831

Date account first published:

1996

Date of entry creation:
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Source:
English translation of statement printed on p. 109-110 in VOICES OF THE
ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited
by Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by
permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 109:
“Statement of Savad Carabali Bibi, with Adrian Bibi, a slave there on the ingenio, acting as
interpreter.
p. 110:
[Asked if he is a Christian, he responded:] all he knew is that they sprinkled some water on his
head . . .
. . . it was the carter himself who was flogging him the night before last. The deponent begged
him to stop, saying that he was good. The carter refused and continued lashing him. He raised the
machete that he had in his hand and gave it to the carter good. [Upon examining him and
verifying that he did not show any outward signs of a beating, Savad responded] that when he
was being whipped, he had on two shirts. . . . The carter flogged him at night in his quarters,
when they came home from work, after vespers. The carter punished him because the deponent
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had not brought the carter the seed cane. . . . The deponent went to look for a little tobacco at the
carter’s house. Because he was met with a flogging, he attacked the carter with his machete.
Asked if he understood the whites’ language, he said that he absolutely understood every word
that the whites say. Asked if he knew the carter’s wife, he said that he knew her . . . and, smiling,
Savad said that he did not seduce black women, so how in the world would he be attracted to
white women . . .”
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